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where judgment was required, but he might get on very
well in routine work where little was left to his own initia-
tive or judgment.

BORDER-LINE CASES

Sometimes it is most difficult to make a clear-cut general
statement in regard to mental capacities. There are
border-line cases which even after long observation and
perhaps repeated psychological testing still are difficult
to classify. From the standpoint of practical treatment
the first necessity lies in reaching a decision as to whether
such individuals require institutional care or not. Be-
yond the point of setting forth the fact of feeble-minded-
ness, that is, social incompetency, the terminology used
to designate general ability quantitatively is not so im-
portant, since if the special abilities and disabilities are
known, good methods of training will take these into ac-
count regardless of any classification. The same is true
when we consider vocational possibilities. We must
remember that specialized defects of certain types may
influence a number of tests and will lead to erroneous final
judgment if not known as such. Thus, language disability
Is often such a handicap in the Binet scale that an in-
dividual otherwise normal may grade, according to this
system, as feeble, minded.

Case 46. To illustrate such a problem, a typical case
is presented where abilities and disabilities are clearly
seen, and where the mental classification is open to
question.

Frederick J. was first seen when he was 13 years 9
months old. At that time he was in the third grade in
school. He had been persistently truant, but engaged in
no other form of deliquency. He was born in America
of English speaking parents.